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After so many difficult years due to covid restrictions we were really excited to 
be back helping those in need of food, support or just company in our local 
community by hosting a Christmas lunch event open to all on Christmas day.  
Details of the Day:  
At 11.00 on Christmas morning 63 amazing volunteers dressed in Christmas 
jumpers, hats and aprons turned up at St Mary’s ready to help with the 
mammoth task of converting the Church into a 120 seat restaurant. Most of 
the 107 guests arrived on foot but thanks to the generosity of a local transport 
in company providing minibuses, taxi’s and drivers 15 guests with mobility 
issues were picked up and were also able to join us for the event.   
 

        
 

Aylesbury College Catering department kindly helped by cooking the food and 
produced a full three course Christmas meal with all of the trimmings. This 
was served piping hot with seconds being offered and any spare meals being 
boxed up and given out to guests in recyclable containers ensuring zero food 
waste. 27Kgs of prime turkey was donated by a local farm and that was 
consumed along with over 100kg of veg and potatoes, 450 pigs in 
blankets and 450 stuffing balls! A full selection of vegetarian and 
vegan food was also on offer and following the meal there was a 
free raffle and even a visit from Father Christmas distributing festive 
cheer along with small gifts for the guests.  
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At the end of the event we opened up a ‘free shop’ filled with 
donated goods ranging from food & provisions to goods for babies 
and young children, dog and cat food, personal hygiene products 
and washing and cleaning household items. We also had ‘bags of 
love’ donated to the event by our friends from the Bags of Love 
charity in Thame. Guests were invited to visit the shop and fill up a 
carrier bag with whatever items they required to see them 
through the holiday period and beyond in these hard times. 
During the following week any remaining items were distributed 
to the towns homeless and rough sleepers. 

 

How was it funded? – The meal and day was provided 
completely free of charge thanks to the generosity and financial 
support of many local organisations and individuals details of 
which can be found on our website at: 
www.freechristmasdinner.com/sponsors.htm   
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Entertainment and Extras 
 

 

 
 

Guests were kept entertained throughout the event by local groups 
including a Ukulele Band, a Rock Choir and Carols around the piano. As 
well as being fed and entertained guests were invited to get a free 
haircut and shave kindly provided by volunteer hairdressers who were 
kept very busy the whole 3 hours! 

 

If you are interested in volunteering or sponsoring the 
2023 lunch, then please visit our website at: 

 

◦ www.freechristmasdinner.com 
 
 

We would like to thank all who contributed 
to make the 2022 Community Christmas 

Lunch such a successful event! 


